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 Problem:  Female RED PALM WEEVIL lay eggs in wounds created by harvesting, 
pruning & off-shoot removal. Weevil larvae tunnel in palm stem & can kill palms.  
Infested palms are sites of infestation for other palms. Females can lay ~350 eggs 
(Butani, 1975). Life cycle: eggs <1 week; larvae ~4-6 weeks; pupae ~2-3 weeks; adults 
~12-16 weeks.   

Solution:  Regular surveys to detect infested palms, sanitation removal & recovery of 
infested palms, insecticide spraying of infested palms & pheromone trapping are 
methods to decrease infestation.   

Pheromone Trapping:  Weevils can fly over 1 km per day.  Pheromone trapping 
intercepts dispersing weevils & significantly reduced new infestation.     

Optimization of Trapping:    

Trap Design:     

- Sides of traps must be rough to allow weevils to crawl inside.    

- Entry holes must be made in traps to allow weevil entry.   

- Entry holes should be near ground level to allow weevils to easily crawl inside.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


